
 
December 2021 ~  

Newsletter of Mount Carmel UMC 
“Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government 

will be upon His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 

the government will be on his shoulders.  

From the Pastor’s Desk: “The Greatest Story Ever Told” 
 
     It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas around here. Not even a 
pandemic can quiet the power of the greatest story - the Nativity story. 
As I write this article, there are people bustling around our church getting 
costumes and props ready to host our Live Nativity outreach event 
coming up on December 10-11  at  6pm -8pm. Last year our Children’s 
Ministry Team hosted this event thinking it would be a small affair. We 

ended up being interviewed on a local news station, and had around 200-300 people 
drive through to see the manger, complete with live characters and animals.   
     This year we would like to see the whole church get involved! We are planning to 
double our attendance from last year. There are many ways you can be involved. You 
are invited to be a part of the parking lot welcome crew, or join the drive through prayer 
team, pass out hot dogs and connection cards to the new ministries at Mt. Carmel. 
Guests will also have the opportunity to light a candle in memory of their loved one, as 
well as listen to the choir sing from their cantata “The Greatest Story Ever Told.” Guests 
can also listen to the choir sing on their FM radio 98.5 while they wait in the parking lot. 
     Why are we going to all this trouble? We are doing this because we believe that the 
Nativity story IS “the greatest story ever told.” It is the story of how 2000 years ago God 
broke through our time and space to show us His love for us, and the way back to Him.  
That breakthrough moment was the night Jesus Christ was born.  
     God is the divine author and director of this story, and He uses real characters like 
you and me to bring His story to life. It is a story told by real people - prophets, angels, 
shepherds, wise men, young parents, inn keepers, and government officials. We even 
know why the real purpose the story Is told:  ““For God so loved the world that he 
gave His one and only Son. That whosoever believes in Him will not perish but 
have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 
      What about you? Have you made God’s story YOUR story? God wants to write you 
in the story.  What story will you tell? What character will you play? There are parts for 
everyone to play in this divine drama. As we approach a new year, and our church is 
opening back up, let me encourage you to find your voice and go and tell the Good 
News that a Savior:  

 
“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! For behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people: Today in the city of David a Savior has been born to 
you. He is Christ the Lord.’” (Luke 2:11, NIV) 

 
     By the way, if you want to know more or grow more in your walk with God, please join 
us for an Advent Bible Study beginning on Wednesday, Dec. 1

 
through Dec.  22 at 

10:30am (Prayer Group) and at 5:30pm (Dinner Church) called “Why the Nativity” by 
David Jeremiah. The choir will also be doing a musical, “The Greatest Story Ever Told” 
in worship at 10am on Sunday, December 5

th
.  Finally make plans to come to the man-

ger on December 24 at 6 pm for a very special candlelight communion service.  
     Go and Tell,  Pastor Mary 

 

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND 
NEWSLETTER 

The newsletter will continue to be 
mailed and emailed.   The news-
letter deadline is the 20th of each 

month.   You can email your article  
at mtcarmelum@aol.com .  

.   
PHONE SYSTEM 

A note to all members, our phone 
system is up and you can leave a 
message.  
Follow these steps: 
Press 1 to speak with the 
     Secretary 
Press 2 to speak with Pastor Mary 
Press 3 to leave a message with     
     the Secretary 
Press 4 to leave a message with  
     Pastor Mary 

 
UPDATE:WORSHIP SERVICES 
We opened our church build-
ing for in-person worship ser-
vices and group meetings with 
no restrictions on capacity in 

the sanctuary, the other 
rooms as we can and be safe 
with social distancing, but we 
will require you to wear your 

facemask at all times. We  will 
continue to do our live mes-
sages from Pastor Mary via 

Facebook Sundays at 10am. 
Facebook is posted at 
www.facebook.com/

mtcarmelumcofws 

under 
Mount Carmel  

United Methodist Church.     
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1 Anthony Allen  
              Madison Garris 
2 Ginger Frye 
4 Caitlin Garris 
 Sandy Robertson 
5 Vivian Purcell 
6 Tina Kimball 
7 Vicki Cranford 
 Pauline Mbae 
9 Alexandria Bowman 
 Cameron Snyder 
 Kim Gordon Hutchins 
10 James Shore 
11 Sue Ayers 
 Alex O’Shields 
12 Keith Starling 
 Shon Grimsley Saunders 
14 Toni Brewer 
15 Linda Mabe 
 Christian Miller 
16 Greg Glass 
17 Lisa DeMarko Yates 
18 Jane Beeding 
21  Marchelle Proctor  
22  Scott Ray 
23 Patty Doyle 
25 Holly Bush 
26 Derek Cranford 
 Beatrice Muriungi 
28 Madison Newberry 
29 Steve Dillon 
30 Debbie  Reeps 
 Violet Kimel 
31 Kristin North 

NURSING HOMES 
Harrell Dillon (The Oaks) 
Toni Brewer (Thomasville) 
JoAnn Shields (Priddy Manor) 
Barbara Copple (Heritage Woods) 
Richard (James) Cranford (Trinity Elms) 
Mildred Tise (Trinity Glen) 
Kay Peele 
Betty Beeding 
HOMEBOUND & RECOVERING 
Maynard & Martha Teague 
Richard Long 
Danny Culler 
Loretta Myers 
Joe & Jill Chucci 
Judy & Lanny Ledford 
Marilynn Patterson 
June Carroll 
Ruby Proctor 
Violet Kimel 
Cynthia Smith  
Tammy Moore 
Ferlin Frye 
James Gray  
Donnie Craver 
Barbara Copple 
Saundra Little 
Helene Cox 
Pat Smith 
 
OTHER 
Our church, city, nation, world 
Loss of jobs, economy, end to COVID19 
Fire at Pilot Mountain 
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Gifts Given to the Glory of God Prayer Concerns 

Food Pantry 
We were collecting certain items for 
Crisis but are changing are focus to 
our own food pantry.  If you would 

like donate food we will be col-
lecting food in the box outside the 

church office.  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 Thank you to the members of the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry.  I have en-
joyed the shawl that was brought to 
me during my recent surgery and re-
covery. 
 Jane Beeding 
 
Motsinger Class 
 Thank you so  much for the dona-
tion to Mt. Carmel Church in memory 
of our Mom.  She loved her class and 
missed it a lot.  Thank for your 
thoughtfulness & prayers.   
 Sincerely,  
    The Family of Shirley Saunders 

December Birthdays 

General Fund 
In Memory of Gloria Garrett 
    From: Lannie & Judy Ledford 
 In Memory of Ralph Carroll 
    From:  Lannie & Judy Ledford 
In Memory of Pat Culler 
    From:  Danny Culler  
 
Bridge to Recovery 
In Memory of Timothy Joe Miller 
    From:  Mt. Carmel UM Men  
In Memory of Joseph Hendricks 
    From:  Mt. Carmel UM Men  
 
Children’s Department 
In Memory of Haley Zappia 
    From: Bobby & Doris Darnell 
 
Choir 
In Memory of Shirley Saunders 
    From: Bobby & Doris Darnell 
 
Dinner Church 
In Memory of Shirley Saunders, 
    Joseph Hendricks & Haley Zappia 
    From:  Lynn & Diane Harmon 
 
Love Fund 
In Memory of Joseph Hendricks 
    From:  Edgar & Beverly Miller  
 
Outdoor Nativity 
In Memory of Joseph 
Hendricks  
   From: Bobby &    
            Doris Darnell 
Library  
In Honor of the Discipleship Class 
    From:  Rev. Rod & Pat Randolph  Motsinger Bible Class, 

 Thank you for the generous cash 
donation to Mt. Carmel UMC in honor 
of my Mother (Bettie Sue Rix).  What 
a kind and thoughtful gift for both my 
mother and for the church, 
 Thank you, Wayne Jarvis  
 
Dear Mt. Carmel Family, 
 I want to thank all of you who 
brought meals, offered meals and 
sent all the cards, flowers and texts. 
 But most of all the prayers.  It was a 
6 month battle and Haley fought 
bravely but it didn’t end the way we 
wanted.   
 Please forgive me if I seem distant 
but it’s a struggle for every minute.  
Imagine losing your granddaughter 
and being with her every day to the 
end.  
 Thank you again.  Saundra Little 
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.Dec. 1 10:30 am—Bible Study (D) “Why the Nativity” 
 5:30 pm—Dinner Church  (FLC) 
Dec. 2 10:00 am—5 Pt. Senior Citizens—(FLC)  
 4:00 pm—Choir Party & Cantata Rehearsal at  
  Edgar & Beverly Miller’s new home. 
 7:00pm—Celebrate Recovery @ Pinedale Church 
Dec. 3  11:30 am—UM Women Christmas Meal at  
 Childress Vineyards 
Dec. 5 7:30 am—Men’s Breakfast (FLC) 
 10:00 am—Cantata (S) 
Dec. 7 4:30 pm— Worship Mtg. (D) 
 6:00 pm—Children’s Ministry Mtg. (D) 
Dec. 8 10:30 am—Bible Study (D) “Why the Nativity” 
 5:30 pm—Dinner Church (FLC) 
Dec 10 6-8 pm—Live Nativity at Mt. Carmel 
Dec. 11 6-8 pm—Live Nativity at Mt. Carmel   
 7:00pm—Celebrate Recovery @ Pinedale Church 
Dec. 15 10:30 am—Bible Study (D) “Why the Nativity” 
 5:30 pm—Community Christmas Dinner & Food  
  Drive by the Men’s Group 
Dec. 16 10-12:00 noon—Hobby Group Christmas Party 
Dec. 19 11:30 am—Mission Team Mtg. after church 
Dec. 20  12:30 pm—Blue Christmas (FLC)- Bereavement  
  Meal 
Dec. 22 10:30 am—Bible Study (D) “Why the Nativity” 
 5:30 pm—Dinner Church (FLC) - Pizza Party & Tan
 glewood lights 
Dec. 24 6:00 pm—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

We are partnering with 
Pinedale Christian Church to 
bring hope and healing to all 
who struggle with hurts, habits, 
and hang-ups. Please join us 

every Thursday night at 7pm at Pinedale Christian 
Church. If you would like to be a part of this minis-
try please contact Judy Newberry. 
 
-Judy Newberry, Chair Celebrate Recovery 

New Beginnings Dinner Church  

          December Worship Schedule 

 Join us every Sunday — 

Adult Discipleship Classes meet at 8:45 am– 9:45am  
 

Children’s Church  
Age 3—Age 13   

Sundays 9:30am-11am 

Celebrate Recovery from my Heart to Yours   

Chancel Choir Presents... 

Directed by Beverly Miller 

Also will be performed  

Friday & Saturday Dec. 10 

& 11 at 6-8 pm. 

Our Advent Study for December 1, 8, 15, 
& 22nd will be held on Wednesdays at 
10:30am during our Prayer group, and 
as a part of the New Beginnings Dinner 
Church in person or on Facebook live. 
We will be reflecting on David Jeremi-
ah's book "Why the Nativity?" The book 
is not necessary for the study. However, 

if you would like a copy of this book, you can order it 
on-line at Christian Book Distributors.  

Advent Bible Study 



Page 4 Volume 39 Number 11 

Thank You God For Our New Beginnings Dinner Church In November 

Above:  We are grateful to all of our volunteers and guests who come to our New Beginnings Dinner Church on Wednesday nights. 
Around 40 people attend each week. We look forward to how God is going to open our doors to many more persons in 2022.  

ADVENT READINGS: 
You are invited to set out 5 candles on your dining table this month and light one each week as 
we pray together and wait for the Advent of Christ. If you don't have colored candles, that is 
fine. You might find different candles in your house represent different things. You might also 
let these candles represent special Advent people God has placed in your life. As you are pray-
ing for them by name, send them a greeting that week: 
 
Week 1: Nov 28: Time to go home. On the First Sunday of Advent we light the Purple Candle 
of HOPE 
Read Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36 

Almighty God, we light this candle, as a sign of our hope, our strong hope that there is always a way to go home. Help 
us prepare our hearts to know what we need to do to turn towards you. Help us know that it only takes one step of faith 
to come home in Christ, and it starts with us, and it starts here, and it starts now. Thank you God for providing us a path 
throughout the centuries to get home. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Week 2: Dec. 5: Fear of Home. On the Second of Advent we add a new candle and light the Purple Candle of PEACE. 
Read Malachi 3:1-4 and Luke 3:1-6 
Holy Spirit, we light these candles, the candle of hope and the candle of peace, as a sign of our assurance that though 
the road is hard, we believe it is worth the journey. Send forth your spirit to guide us and give us strength for this jour-
ney. Help us recognize signs on the way that we are headed towards home. In the strong name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 
Week 3: Dec. 12: Joy of Home. On the Third Sunday of Advent we add a new candle and light the Pink Candle of JOY. 
Read Zephaniah 3:14 and Luke 3:7-18 
O Beautiful Savior, we light these candles, the candle of hope, and of peace, and of joy, as a sign that we are on our 
way home where we will be welcomed there. Give us a skip in our step because we can see the destination, and it is 
pure joy. Help us find moments of unbridled joy as we worship you tonight. Thank you for your timing in calling us 
home. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 
Week 4: Dec. 19: Blessing of Home. On the Fourth Sunday of Advent we light a new candle -  the Purple Candle of 
LOVE.  
Read Micah 2:2-5 & Luke 1:39-45 
Heavenly Father, we light these candles, the candle of hope, of peace, of joy and of today, love, as a sign that we know 
blessing and we know waiting for blessing to be felt and lived. We light these candles as a sign that we still seek a bless-
ing from you to know that no matter how far we roam, we can always come home. We pray for others we know who are 
longing for home. Thank you Father for welcoming us home. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
Christmas Eve: Dec. 24: Welcome Home. On this Holy Night we light the white candle of LIGHT. 
Read Isaiah 9:2-7 and Luke 2:1-20 
Dear Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. As we light these candles on this Holy Night, we pray that these candles 
will create a space in this home where your light will shine forth in our hearts even in the deepest places where we have 
not seen light for a long time.  We light these candles in faith to declare that unto us a Savior is born, who is Christ the 
Lord.  Let us welcome His coming by singing carols as the angels did and kneeling before him as the shepherds did. Lord 
be born in us tonight. Make your home in us right here, and right now. We thank you Jesus that you are Emmanuel - 
God with us. Amen. 



November 2021 

Stewardship 
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Worship Notes:  Other Ways To Connect With Us In Worship 

1. Join us on the internet by watching on FACEBOOK LIVE each Sun-

day at 10:00am.  (https://www.facebook.com/

mtcarmelumcofws) 

2. Watch the service afterwards at anytime on our webpage at 

www.mtcarmelumc.org. 

3. You can request a copy of the week’s sermon to be emailed or 

mailed to you by calling the church office at 336-788-4183. 

*If you have more worship ideas you want to share with our team, please 

contact Brenda Walburn, our Worship Committee Chair.  

These updated guidelines for Mt. Carmel took effect June 1st, 2021 and 
still will apply at least until after the holidays when the committee will 
meet again. 
The following items are applicable to in-person meetings, gatherings 
and worship services. 

• Wearing masks is still required by every individual who enters a Mt. 
Carmel building. 

• Social distancing (6 foot rule) in any meeting space is required. 

• Proper hygiene is expected to be followed by all attendees. Disin-
fectant and wipes will be found throughout the building. 

• Registration of all attendees in any gathering at Mt. Carmel will 
continue to be required.  Minimum contact information required to 
be recorded is the name and phone contact for all attendees.  This 
information will be required to be maintained and made available to 
the church office if the need arises. 

• Following any meeting, gathering or worship service – Do NOT 
gather indoors.  Move outside to fellowship with others. 

• Food preparation is allowed.  Serving from common serving dish-
es / trays / buffet style is not allowed.  If a meal is served it must be 
prepared in a controlled / sanitary environment.  All meals must be 
served in individual box / packages containers. 

 
Sanctuary items: 

•  With the WNCC guidelines, the capacity of any churches sanctu-
ary should adhere to 50% seating capacity.  Our sanctuary will seat 
approximately 300 persons so our WNCC guidelines capacity 
would be around 150.  We have been averaging approximately 40 
– 50 each Sunday since re-opening. 

• We will re-mark, using a combination of tape to block off rows and 
physical seat availability, the seating in the sanctuary to better 
identify where individuals are to be seated. 

• Ushers will continue to seat individuals encouraging folks to move 
to the center of the pew to make room for others. Following wor-
ship, ushers will continue to usher attendees out – starting at the 
back of the sanctuary.  Do NOT gather in the narthex of the 
church to fellowship.  Move outside to speak to others. 

Education Building Items: 

•  The Education Building may be used for meetings, gatherings 
and Sunday School.  

• Scouts BSA Troop 728 and 729 may begin to meet in the Educa-
tion Building – should they want to.   

• Cub Pack 728 may begin to meet in the Education Building – 
should they want to.   

Sunday School Classes: 

•  In any classroom setting location – all Sunday School classes 
may resume meeting as long as social distancing can be ad-
hered in the meeting location chosen. 

• The Sunday School class leader is responsible for recording con-
tact information. 

• Sunday School class meeting time is 8:45 am and can meet in 
their classrooms.  

• Children’s Church is at 9:30—11:00 a and can meet in class-
rooms.  

UMM and UMW: 

•  The UM Women circles have already begun to schedule meet-
ings.  

• The UM Men may schedule in-person gatherings.      

Left:  Peggy Simmons, 
Ann Farthing, and Lin 
Jones gave some inspir-
ing talks on stewardship 
in November. We are 
blessed by their servant 
leadership. We want to 
thank you for sending in 
your giving card for 2022. 
Thank you for your faith-
ful and generous gifts to 
support the ministries at 
Mt. Carmel UMC. 
 



Page 6 Volume 39 Number 1 

Church Budget as of Nov. 21  
(Our weekly budget is $4,831.00) 
 10/31/21  $4,125 
 11/7/21  $6,005 
 11/14/21  $12,386 
 11/21/21  $3,259 
 11/28/21  $2,670  
 Total:            $28.445, 
 
 As of 11/28/21 our YTD budget 
is $231,888 and our YTD offer-
ings are $212,813.  We are cur-
rently behind our YTD budget vs. 
YTD offerings by $19,075.  As of 
11/29/20 vs. the same time peri-
od this year we are $17,960 be-
hind YTD budget vs. YTD offer-
ings.  Our actual expenses to 
date are $210,294 and our in-
come to date is $212,824 for a 
positive difference of $2,530.   
 Our Finance Committee is do-
ing a good job of minimizing our 
church expenses and all bills are 
paid and up to date.  Your faithful 
gifts help us to continue to do 
important ministries in our church 
and our community. 
    You can drop off your tithes 
and offerings by brining them to 
church, by mailing in your offer-
ing or dropping it off to the office 
during office hours, or give on 
line at mtcarmelumc.org. Thank 
you  for your faithful support! 
 
Darrell Stallard, Treasurer 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 
November 2021 

Come and join 
us on Thursday, 
December 2nd at 
10:00 in the 

Family Life Center for Pat 
Wade’s lively “Sounds of Christ-
mas” program.  She is an ex-
tremely talented pianist, as most 
of you already know, and will get 
us all in the spirit of Christmas 
with her stories and favorite 
Christmas songs.  We will have a 
lunch of hamburgers/
cheeseburgers, chips, salad and 
dessert after the program. 
Hope to see you there, and bring 
a friend or two! 
     Diane Harmon 

Five Point Senior Citizens Welcome Amanda Kidd 

It was a blessing to have Rev. Jim and Judy 
Allred back at our 128th Homecoming Ser-
vice on Nov. 7. Rev. Jim gave us an inspiring 
message in Ephesians 4. We enjoyed lunch 
in the newly carpeted Family Life Center. 
Jim is still involved with Bride to Recovery.  
If you would like to support this ministry, 
please send checks to: 
 Bridge to Recovery 
 2111 Stafford St. Ext. 
 Monroe, NC  28110 

 128th Homecoming 

 We welcome Amanda Kidd, our 
newest family member of Mount 
Carmel United Methodist Church.  
She joined us on Sunday, Novem-
ber 28, 2021.   
 Her address is: 
 Amanda Kidd 
 2529 Old Mill Rd. 
 High Point, NC  27265 

Charge Conference 
November 21, 2021  

    Charge Conference was held 
on Sunday, November 21, 2021.  
In attendance was:  Darrell 
Stallard, Terry & Joan Fulcher, 
Brenda Walburn, Peggy Sim-
mons, Charlie Shore, Lynn & Di-
ane Harmon, Ann Farthing, Lin 
Jones, and Mary Miller.  
The two items we met about were 
approving the pastoral salary and 
the church lay leadership for 
2022. Charlie Shore made a mo-
tion to approve a 3% raise for the 
pastor and staff for 2022. Lynn 
Harmon seconded the motion. 
There was no discussion. A vote 
was taken and all were in favor. 
The motion was approved. Char-
lie Shore made a motion to ac-
cept the Committee on Lay Lead-
ership nominations for 2022. 
Lynn Harmon seconded the mo-
tion. There was no discussion. A 
vote was taken and it passed 
unanimously. There were no can-
didates for ministry but we did 
recognize Rev. Caren Morgan’s 
charge conference affiliation at 
Mt. Carmel UMC.  
        ~Brenda Walburn,  
  Recording Sec.  
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By Robert Louis Stevenson  
(1850-1894) 

 
 
 

O God, our loving Father, help us 
Rightly to remember the birth of Jesus, 

That we may share in the song of the angels, 
The gladness of the shepherds, 

And the worship of the wise men. 
Close the door of hate and open the 

Door of love all over the world. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing 

That Christ brings, and teach us 
To be merry with clear hearts. 

May this Christmas morning make us 
Happy  to be Thy children, and 

May the Christmas Evening bring us to our beds 
With grateful thoughts, forgiving, and forgiven, for 

Jesus’ sake.  
We pray to the one whose name is Emmanuel, Won-

derful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Amen. 

Looking for a great way to cheer 

up a family for Christmas?  
We will be collecting the following food items 
for make up approximately 20 families Christ-
mas Food Boxes to be used for families in 
need to be used for their holiday from Mount 

Carmel and what is left to be distributed to others.  Please bring to the 
church for the Christmas dinner on the 15th or to the church by Decem-
ber 18th.  If you don’t have time to collect any or of all these items, think 
about donating money so we can finish up the boxes.  So...bring on 
those smiles of thanksgiving! 
List: 
Frozen Turkey (10-12#)  
Stuffing Mix (2 boxes) 
Canned Vegetables 
Canned Sweet Potatoes 
Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Jar Applesauce 
Canned Cranberry  Sauce 
Canned Gravy 
Chicken Broth 
Aluminum Foil 
Flour  
Sugar 
Boxed or frozen dessert (frozen  pies, cake mix, a boxed cheesecake 
mix, etc. 
Mini Marshmallows 
Dinner Rolls 
Dream whip 
$10 for Butter, Milk, Eggs  

A Christmas Morning Prayer 

The United Methodist Men 
 will host  

our Annual Christmas Meal  
during Dinner Church  

Wednesday, December 15  
 5:30 pm 

Family Life Center 
We will be collecting food for our 

Christmas Food boxes.   
See list to the right. 

Let’s help make it a joyful 
Christmas for these families.  
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Children and Family Ministry Report 

 October and  November have been very busy months. December the children and 
their parents and committee members will be very busy as well. But we are excited to 
have children and youth at our church and our group is growing. We have been averag-
ing 6 kids on Sunday mornings but have a potential of 10-12 children who are connected 
to our church. We are grateful to have Leslie Olmstead and Monica Stewart teach a one 
room Sunday School/Children's Church on Sundays. But they could use your help as we 
are hoping to divide that group into two age levels - the elementary group and the middle 
high school group.  In addition we are grateful for all the years Paula Bergman watched 
over our nursery. However, she felt it time to retire last month. If you have a moment to 
drop her a card of thanks, please do so. Also if you see Leslie or Monica, please encour-
age them as well.  Please pray about volunteering as a teaching assistant, or be "on 
call" for our church nursery, or serve in 2022 on the Children and Family Ministry Team, 
please contact me. You may have a special talent or hobby, story, or idea to share with 
our youth. It is such a joy and honor to be able to share God's Word with the next gener-
ation.  
 On October 30, we held a trunk or treat event.  We had around 500 children to attend 
this.  Thank you to all who brought candy for this event.  We really appreciate you help 
with this event.  We had a great time. Since I was a little infirmed, the parents and chil-
dren took over hosting my car for me.  
 We have been doing outings with our families once a month to build stronger relation-
ships with our families. After Homecoming Sunday on November 7, our children, several 
parents, and Pastor Mary went to visit the Alpha and Omega Corn Maze in Hampton-
ville.  When they got there, they were surprised at all the fun things there.  In addition to 
the corn maze, there were hay rides, pig races, and many other activities for the youth 
and children to do.  From all accounts, a wonderful time was had by all! 
 On Saturday, November 20, we held a Live Nativity workshop and lunch at the church. 
The children and their parents painted camels for the backdrop of the Drive Thru Nativi-
ty.  On Wednesday, November 24, the children and parents served taco soup to those 
who attended New Beginnings Dinner Church.  
 December is going to be really busy for us.  Our last Children and Family Ministries 
Team meeting for the year will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 7 at 6pm. We will finish up our 
plans for the Drive-Thru Nativity on December 10 and 11 from 6-8pm.  We are having 
our Christmas party on December 22 as part of the Dinner Church.  Afterwards, anyone 
who would like to go with us, we will be carpooling to see the Festival of Lights at Tan-
glewood. 
 Whew!  I am tired just writing this.  We do stay busy!  To the members on the Children 
and Family Ministry Team, thank you for all your hard work this year. To our congrega-
tion, thank you for your support of our children and family ministries this past year. With 
your help and prayers,  I will continue to serve as the Chairperson. We look forward to 
the new things God will do in us and through us in 2022. 
 --Ann Farthing, Children and Family Ministries Chair 

We now meet with the Dinner Church 
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  December 3. 2021 
11:30 AM  

Bistro Restaurant  
at   

Childress Vineyards 
Lexington 

 
Please R.S.V.P. to 
Brenda Walburn  

UM Women 
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We had a Live Nativity Workshop with our children in November where Doris Darnell and Debbie Bergman fitted them with cos-
tumes.. Terry and Joan Fulcher show the Messy Church kids how to paint camels for the background of our church's Live Nativity 
on Dec. 10-11. There will be live animals and a cast of characters in our picnic shelter each night from 6-8pm.  This will be a drive 
through event. This is going to be big.  We are planning for 500 cars.  The choir will be singing their cantata under the stars.  We will 
have the music broadcast on an FM transmitter while driving through the parking lot. A tent will be set up by our Dinner Church 
Team to give away hot dog meals to go along with Bible resources. There will be a prayer station and luminaries to light.  If you 
would like to help with this outreach event please contact Joan Fulcher or the church office.  The event is free but donations will 

gladly be accepted. We look forward to sharing the greatest story ever told with our community. 


