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THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND
From the Pastor’s Desk: The Gift of Gathering Together
NEWSLETTER
The newsletter will continue to be
“Let us not neglect meeting together, as some have made a habit, but let us encourage
mailed and emailed. The newsone another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25, NIV).
letter deadline is the 20th of each
month. You can email your article
Can you remember where you were last Thanksat mtcarmelum@aol.com .
giving? I sure do. We were hoping to celebrate
.
PHONE SYSTEM
with 20 of Doug’s family members in Charlotte,
A note to all members, our phone
NC. However due to some of our crew being
system is up and you can leave a
exposed to COVID19 from college, we decided
message.
at the last minute to self-quarantine us at our
Follow these steps:
house. Let me say it was more work for us to
Press 1 to speak with the
prepare a whole Thanksgiving feast for 4 people
Secretary
than 20 people. We typically would have been
Press 2 to speak with Pastor Mary
Press 3 to leave a message with
assigned just one dish to bring to our larger family Thanksgiving dinner. But last year we had to
the Secretary
eat and visit together through zoom (an on-line video call). We took turns from home to home liftPress 4 to leave a message with
ing up prayers of thanksgiving for God’s grace and provision over the year. It was not the same
Pastor Mary
experience as being in person, but at least we were able to communicate with one another.
This year I hope things are different. I am hoping our whole family will be able to gather
UPDATE:WORSHIP SERVICES
We opened our church build- together in person this year. This hope extends also to our church family at Mt. Carmel UMC. We
ing for in-person worship ser- have had a challenging year of having to learn how to gather as a congregation in so many differvices and group meetings with ent ways. Last year we were doing worship in many creative locations. We had drive-through comno restrictions on capacity in munion on the porch of our church. We hosted drive through prayer parades at Christmas, on Ash
Wednesday, and on Pentecost Sunday. We hosted a Messy Church for families every week in our
the sanctuary, the other
rooms as we can and be safe picnic shelter. We prayed for our nation one Sunday near the liberty bell along with a Moravian
with social distancing, but we brass band. We sang hymns and brought our testimonies to the tomb as the sun rose on Easter
will require you to wear your morning. During the summer we met in one another’s backyards for a time of worship and fellowfacemask at all times. We will ship together.
When we were finally able to move indoors and safely distance ourselves, we combined
continue to do our live messages from Pastor Mary via both worship services (our early contemporary and later traditional service) so we could be all together again. All this is so we could build unity, and use our resources wisely in order to do a
Facebook or through the
church web Sundays at 10am. “Both/And” service (in-person and an on-line worship service on Facebook Live each week). In
Facebook is posted at
September we added one more expression of our worship together – a New Beginnings Dinner
Church on Wednesday nights at 5:30pm. We plan to continue this mid-week service to help our
www.facebook.com/
church family learn how to gather together again as well as invite new persons to discover the gift
mtcarmelumcofws
of being a part of a church family. We have been blessed to receive several grants by our annual
under
conference to provide the resources and technology to do this.
Mount Carmel
While all these attempts together are not “the way we have always done things”, I am
United Methodist Church.
thankful that our church is highly adaptable and willing to try new things when it comes to gatherCont. on pg. 3

Gifts Given to the Glory of God
General Fund
In Memory of Bettie Rix
From: Barbara Rix Wood
Mike & Laurie Brown
Lib Smith
Motsinger Bible Class
In Memory of Ralph Carroll
From: Lib Smith
Armenian Mission Project
A Contribution from Ken Eller
Music Ministry
In Memory of Shirley Saunders
From: L.A. &
Jean Topping
Parsonage Fund
Contribution for redecorating
Master Bath
From: Lynn & Diane Harmon
In Honor of Pastors Doug &
Mary Miller
From: Mike & Joanne Spetz
Sewing Ministry
In Memory of Helen Godwin
From: Edgar Miller
Greg Casey
Connie G. Cherry
In Memory of Bettie Sue Rix
From: Lynn & Diane Harmon
In Memory of Sue Martin (Kiger) East
From: Lynn & Diane Harmon

Thank you
Mount Carmel Family & Friends,
Thank you so much for the prayers,
phone calls and the beautiful basket
of so many goodies, the Subway
sandwiches and all the food. It was
put to good use since I couldn’t go or
felt like going to the store. Again,
thank you all.
Love in Christ,
Jill & Joe Chucci
Mt. Carmel Bereavement Team,
Thank you all so much for the wonderful meal that you served our family. It was very thoughtful.
The family of Shirley Saunders
Mt. Carmel Choir,
Thank you for singing at o ur Mother’s funeral. She would have loved it!
The family of Shirley Saunders
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Prayer Concerns
NURSING HOMES
Harrell Dillon (The Oaks)
Toni Brewer (Thomasville)
JoAnn Shields (Priddy Manor)
Barbara Copple (Heritage Woods)
Richard (James) Cranford (Trinity Elms)
Mildred Tise (Trinity Glen)
Kay Peele
Betty Beeding
HOMEBOUND & RECOVERING
Maynard & Martha Teague
Richard Long
Danny Culler
Loretta Myers
Joe & Jill Chucci
Judy & Lanny Ledford
Marilynn Patterson
June Carroll
Ruby Proctor
Violet Kimel
Cynthia Smith
Tammy Moore
Ferlin Frye
James Gray
Donnie Craver
Barbara Copple
Saundra Little
Helene Cox
Pat Smith
DEATHS
Shirley Saunders (10-5-21)
Haley Zappia (10-19-21)
Joseph Hendriicks (10-23-21)

November Birthdays
1
3
5
6
7
8
9
12

13
14
15

16
18
20
23
25
30

Kerry Carroll
Thomas Shillito
McKenzie Shutt
Faye Craver
Kim Shore
Matthew Brown
Brenda Nifong
Amy Moore Houck
L.A. Topping
Patricia Walhfeldt
Sarah DeNito
Lillian Garris
Vicky White Smothers
Linda McDaniel
Michael Queen
Zachery Proctor
Jean Harris
Frank Perry
J.C. Wilson
Jessica Nelson
Dennis Irungu
Debbie Nelson
Justin Spach
Laurie Brown
Peggy Simmons
Linda Sholtz

New Address
Ruby Proctor
Novant Health & Rehab Hospital
Room #143
2475 Hillcrest Center Circle
Winston-Salem, NC 27103

OTHER
Our church, city, nation, world
Loss of jobs, economy, end to COVID19

Pastor Mary,
Thank you so much for the food,
thoughts and prayers for our family.
Thank you for all the visits. Most of
all, thank you for the beautiful service
for our Mom.
The family of Shirley Saunders

Food Pantry
We were collecting certain items for
Crisis but are changing are focus to
our own food pantry. If you would
like donate food we will be collecting food in the box outside the
church office.

Dear Pastor Mary and Mt. Carmel,
Sitting here looking at the basket of
sunshine, I count my blessing for the
many earthly angels in my life. God
has blessed our church with a powerful ministry. Thank you for being the
messenger.
Beverly and I love you and Doug
and appreciate you.
Edgar
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ing God’s people together. What I learned through this pandemic
is that God is still God. He still calls His children to meet together
and be visible witnesses of His goodness and faithfulness. This
year taught me that “Church – where there are two or more gathered in Christ’s name - can happen anywhere, any place, and at
any time.”
If you have been away from Mt. Carmel UMC this past
year, please know you are not alone. This pandemic has scattered persons in every church. However, Mt. Carmel UMC is still
here and we are more determined than ever to gather together
God’s people again. We have an important mission to be “the
light on the hill” that brings people to the saving knowledge
of Jesus Christ. We can’t do that if the church doors are closed
or no one is in the building. I want to encourage you to again to
worship on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings.
In fact, one way to start again is to come to our
Homecoming Service on November 7 at 10am. We will be
celebrating our 128th year as a congregation. One of our former pastors, Rev. Jim Allred, will be coming back and sharing
the Good News of where he has seen God over the past year.
We will also pause and remember those who have been gathered to the Church Triumphant over this past year. There will be
wonderful music by our choir which has been such a gift for them
to gather back together! After the worship service we hope that
you will stay for a catered lunch in our Family Life Center.
There are also other ways you can gather together
again from being a part of our Adult Discipleship Classes or
Youth and Children’s Church on Sundays, volunteering with our
Food Pantry group on Tuesdays at North Lexington Baptist
Church, joining our prayer group on Wednesday mornings, participating in our Coloring and Hobby Group on Thursday mornings, singing with our Choir and Praise Team on Thursday afternoons, attending our Celebrate Recovery ministry with Pinedale
Christian Church on Thursday night, coming to our Seniors Ministries, or becoming a part of our United Methodist Women and
United Methodist Men’s groups once a month. There are some
pop-up groups as well such as joining the “lunch bunch” of
friends who go out to eat after worship each week.
If you are unsure about which gathering to attend, or
have an idea of a new group that could form, please contact me.
I am so ready to see us gather back as a family of God again. I
miss you and can’t wait to see
your wonderful face! I hope to
see you soon!
With a Grateful Heart,

Pastor Mary
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New Beginnings Dinner Church
Veterans Day Spaghetti Dinner

Bring a Veteran to our
Wednesday Night Dinner Church!
Spaghetti Supper with Salad and dessert
November 10, 2021 — 5:30 pm
Dinner is free to all.

R.S.V.P. is helpful but not necessary to the church office
by the Tuesday before (788-4183) for reservations!
We give thanks for our BEREAVEMENT MEAL TEAM who serves
meals to our families when there is a
funeral. Pictured to the left: Joan
Fulcher, Patty Doyle, and Hilda
Hege. If you would like to serve on
this team or make a donation to this
ministry, please contact Carolyn
Setzer or Kim Shore.

Join us…Saturday, November 13
at Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church
11:00 am—4:00 pm or until sold out!
Come early into ensure getting served.
Mark you calendars now!
**Prices will the same as the BBQ we had in the spring.

~~~~
There will be take-outs to businesses only on
Friday, November 12 from 11 am—1:00 pm
Any members that can get orders from work would be appreciated. Contact Edgar Miller or the church office at
336-788-4183.
If you would like to order a whole shoulder, please contact
Edgar Miller by November 7.
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In Loving Memory...

Shirley Saunders
March 13, 1932—November 5, 2021
Shirley Holt Saunders was born March 13,
1932 to Charles & Nora Holt. Shirley worked 44
years with Hanes Knitwear until retirement. She
was a faithful member of Mt. Carmel Methodist
Church, Winston-Salem, NC for approximately
60 years. She loved the Lord and her life and infectious smile
showed that. Many fond memories of her included her passion for
cooking and remembered mainly for her “Shirley Rolls”. Ms.
Shirley loved her daily lunch outings at several different restaurants in Clemmons. She would go to the certain restaurants each
day because of their specials. All the waitstaff knew her so well
that when she came in, they had her tea with lemon and a glass of
water ready at the table. Shirley had a love of gospel music. At
any time, you could hear her singing hymns. Her family would
gather- together to sing and fellowship.
Shirley loved her family. Her face would light up at family
gatherings. She was a mother, a grandmother, a great grandmother and a great, great grandmother. Ms. Shirley, as most called her
was preceded in death by her husband, John Wayne Saunders,
Sr. and several brothers and sisters. Surviving family members
include her children, Nancy Milholand (Lester), John Wayne Saunders (Tonya), Grandchildren include, Jimmy Chandler, Ray Chandler (Gayel), Jacob Saunders, Candence Childress (Shane). Also
surviving family members include 6 great grandchildren and 2
great, great grandchildren. Brother, Larry Kiger and several nieces
and nephews. Many thanks to Mountain Valley Hospice for their
dedication and service of helping take care of Shirley.
A service of death and resurrection for Shirley was held
on Monday, October 11, 2021 at 11:00 AM at Mount Carmel UMC,
4265 Ebert Rd, Winston Salem, NC with Rev. Dr. Mary Miller, officiating. A graveside service followed in Mt. Carmel UMC Graveyard.

Haley Zappia
November 19, 1994-October 19, 2021
Haley Antonia Zappia, 26, passed away on
Tuesday, October 19, 2021 at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center after a courageous battle with
cancer. Haley was born on November 19, 1994 in Forsyth County
to Frank Zappia, Jr. and Elizabeth Michael Shannon. She was a
graduate of R.J. Reynolds High School. Haley loved the beautiful
fall weather and celebrating Halloween. Most of all, she loved her
son and was a loving and adoring mother. Haley is survived by her
parents; her son, Henley; and many beloved family and friends. A
memorial service was held at 2:00 PM on Sunday, October 24,
2021 at Hayworth-Miller Silas Creek Chapel, with Rev. Angie Toth
officiating.
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Joseph Hendricks
October 23, 2021
On October 23, 2021, our beautiful son, brother,
and uncle, Joseph William Hendricks, lost his
battle with addiction. He was 32 years old. Addiction is a mental illness. No one plans to be an
addict. When he was a child, Joseph was cherished and loved
so deeply. He had so much potential, and yet, he still lost this
battle. Addiction does NOT discriminate. All it takes to get
hooked is one time. From that moment on, you are playing a
game of Russian roulette. This is what happened to our Joseph. Joseph was an old soul and was wiser than most. He
had an interesting sense of humor and always knew how to
make his sisters laugh. He was smart, sensitive, charming,
loving, and kind. He could fix or rig anything. He had a passion
for music. When he was younger, you could hear him from a
mile away. The thumping would rattle your chest. He introduced us to some very interesting music along the way. He self
- taught himself to play the guitar and as of late to play the piano. His recent music was breathtaking. During his middle
school years, he began experimenting with drugs. We aren’t
sure when he started abusing drugs. Our entire family did everything in our power to help him overcome these demons, including two very special people who took Joseph in and became his “adoptive grandparents,” Edgar and Beverly Miller.
The Millers taught Joseph about farming and brought him back
to church, where he wanted to be baptized this spring. Joseph
was able to get sober many times, but it was not what Joseph
wanted. His addiction won. The day Joseph died, a piece of us
died too. His death is intolerable. The only bit of peace we have
is knowing that he is free from the bond of addiction. If Joseph’s story helps one person, his death will not be in vain.
Joseph is preceded in death by his paternal grandpa and best
friend, James Joseph Hendricks Jr., his maternal grandparents,
Robert and Aileen Suich, his aunts, Jill Anne Hendricks and
Karen Suich, and his cousin, Conor Thomas Hendricks. During
his longest stretch of sobriety, Joseph met the love of his life,
Morgan York, and although they had to go their separate ways,
he never lost the love he had for her. Joseph leaves behind
many friends and family members, including his parents, Janet
and James Blair, James and Kris (Arbor) Hendricks, his paternal grandmother, Linda (Ken) Geer, his sisters, Megan
(Timothy) Callaghan, Jaclyn Hendricks, Lena Hendricks, Savannah Blair, his brothers, Klinton (Courtney) Blair and Kyle
Blair. His Godfather and uncle, Timothy (Julie) Hendricks, special aunt, Carol Suich, and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. He leaves behind his three best pals who thought he was
the coolest uncle ever, his niece, Carolyn Callaghan and nephews, Luca Hendricks and Declan Callaghan. Joseph, you are
so loved, and we hope that you’ve found the peace you so desperately looked for while on Earth. A celebration of life service
will be held on Monday, Nov. 1, 2021, at 11:00 a.m. at Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church with Rev. Dr. Mary Miller, officiating. An internment will follow in Mt. Carmel’s columbarium.
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Celebrate Recovery from my Heart to Yours
Pastor Mary will be on vacation November 1-5. Call the
church office if you have a pastoral emergency.
Nov. 3 5:30 pm—Dinner Church
Nov. 4 10:00 am—5 Pt. Sr. Citizens (S)
4:00 pm—Trustees (D)
4:00 pm—Choir Rehearsal (S)
5:00 pm— Praise Band Rehearsal (S)
7:00pm—Celebrate Recovery @ Pinedale Church
Nov. 7 7:30 pm—Men’s Breakfast (FH)
Nov. 9 4:30 pm—Worship Meeting (D)
6:00 pm—Children’s Ministry Mtg. (D)
Nov. 10 5:30 pm—Dinner Church
Nov. 11 10:00 am—Hobby Group (P)
4:00 pm—Choir Rehearsal (S)
5:00 pm—Praise Band Rehearsal
7:00pm—Celebrate Recovery @ Pinedale Church
Nov. 12 11:00 am-1:00 pm—BBQ for businesses
Nov. 13 11:00 am—4:00 pm—Drive-Thru BBQ
Nov. 14 3:00 pm—Vision Team (Zoom)
Nov. 17 5:30 pm—Dinner Church (FH)
Nov. 18 10:00 am—Hobby Group (P)
4:00 pm—Choir Rehearsal (S)
5:00 pm— Praise Band Rehearsal (S)
7:00pm—Celebrate Recovery @ Pinedale Church
Nov. 21 4:00 pm—Church Council (G)
Nov. 24 5:30 pm—Dinner Church (FH)
Nov. 25 Happy Thanksgiving!

November Worship Schedule
Nov. 7
Homecoming 2021 & Fellowship Meal (Rev. Jim Allred,
Guest Pastor/Catered Lunch)
Adult Choir, Special Music

We are partnering with
Pinedale Christian Church to
bring hope and healing to all
who struggle with hurts, habits,
and hang-ups. Please join us
every Thursday night at 7pm at Pinedale Christian
Church. If you would like to be a part of this ministry please contact Judy Newberry.
-Judy Newberry, Chair Celebrate Recovery

Wed. Morning Prayer and
Bible Study
10:30 am—12:00 pm
In person in the Disciple
Room.
*Contact Pastor Mary for more info.
United Methodist Women: Faye Kiger Circle
The Faye Kiger
UMW Circle met last
month for lunch at
Richard Childress restaurant in Lexington. It
was good to gather
together again. Our
next meeting will be Saturday, November 27 at 10:00
am to decorate the church. Please join us.

Laity Sunday & Lay Person of the Year 2021

Nov. 14
“God’s Economy = The Lordship of Jesus Christ”
Psalm 24:1-10
Praise Team Sings

In person and on Facebook Live
Join us every Sunday —
Adult Discipleship Classes meet
at 8:45 am– 9:45am
*Nursery Birth-3 years
Sundays 8:30am-11am
Children’s Church
Age 3—Age 13
Sundays 9:30am-11am
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Nov. 21
“God’s Economy = The Stewardship Invitation of Christ”
Luke 12:14-21
Holy Communion
Adult Choir, Special Music
Nov. 28
“God’s Economy = The Generosity of God
Incarnate in Christ”
John 3:1-8; 16-20
Stewardship Consecration/
First Sunday of Advent
Praise Team Sings

Edgar Miller presented the District
Lay Person if the Year Award to
Brenda Walburn. Congratulations!

Photos from Laity Sunday on
October 17, 2021:Certified
Lay Speaker at Mt. Carmel,
Jean Harris preached on
Roman's 10:14-16 and challenged us to go and be messengers of the Good
News.
Brenda Walburn
served as the liturgist.
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FINANCIAL REPORT FOR
September 2021

Coloring/Hobby Group
It’s Finally Fall! Time to enjoy those fall colors. The Coloring Group will begin meeting on Thursdays at 10am in the Parlor.
Questions? Please see Diane Peck.

Church Budget as of Oct. 24
(Our weekly budget is $4,831.00)
10/3/21
$4,848
10/10/21
$1,955
10/17/21
$2,110
10/24/2021
$3,453
Total:
$12,366
As of 10/2421 our YTD budget is
$207,733 and our YTD offerings
are $184,368. We are currently
behind our YTD budget vs. YTD
offerings by $23,465.
Our Finance Committee is doing
a good job of minimizing our
church expenses and all bills are
paid and up to date. Your faithful
gifts help us to continue to do
important ministries in our church
and our community.
You can drop off your tithes
and offerings by brining them to
church, by mailing in your offering or dropping it off to the office
during office hours, or give on
line at mtcarmelumc.org. Thank
you for your faithful support!
Darrell Stallard, Treasurer
Stewardship Sunday is
November 28.

Five Point Senior Citizens
Are you ready for
Bingo? It’s been
a long time since
we were able to
play bingo in our Family Life Center.
Please come and join us for a fun
day on Thursday, November 4th at
10:00 am. Please bring an item or
two for the prize table. We will have
2 grand prizes of $15.00 Walmart
gift cards. Bring your own sandwich
and will eat together after Bingo.
Snacks, dessert and bottled water
will be provided.
On December 2, Pat Wade, pianist extraordinaire, will be with us
with the program “The Sounds of
Christmas”. That will surely put us
in the Christmas spirit! Lunch plans
to be determined.
Hope to see you for Bingo,
Diane Harmon

Mission Outreach Opportunities
Mission Outreach
Opportunities: Lynn
Harmon models free
costumes available
for kids for Halloween. They came
from the food pantry
in Lexington. You never know what you
will find there. If you would like to volunteer on Tuesday afternoons please contact Lynn or Diane Harmon.
Also if you have carpentry skills you
might be interested
in volunteer to make
ramps with our Yadkin Valley District
work team. Contact
Lynn Harmon for
more information.
Mt. Carmel's Five Point Seniors met this
month and were blessed by the music of the
Davidson County Singers. We enjoyed a
catered lunch in the Family Life Center afterwards. Our next gathering will be the first
Thursday in November at 10am.
Please join us!
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Worship at Mount Carmel

1. Join us in-house at church or on the internet by
watching on FACEBOOK LIVE each Sunday at
10:00am.
(https://www.facebook.com/mtcarmelumcofws)
2. Children’s Church is held from 9:30—11:00 am.
3. Sunday School is held at 8:45 am
*If you have more worship ideas you want to share
with our team, please contact Brenda Walburn, our
Worship Committee Chair.

This year's annual charge conference will take place in two
parts: Part one was led by our District Superintendent Dr. Sam
Moore on zoom along with the churches in our Missional Network. A lay leader from each church gave a two minute report
on how our church has responded to the pandemic of
COVID19 and racism since last year. The hope was that listening in to the other churches in our missional network we
would be encouraged and inspire our own church. This was
held on Monday, October 11.
The second part of our annual charge conference will take
place in person during our Church Council meeting on Sunday,
Nov. 21 at 4:00pm in the Discipleship Room. Pastor Mary Miller, will preside over this meeting, with the approval of our
District Superintendent. We will be approving our church
budget and leadership list for 2022. This meeting is open to all
members at Mt. Carmel UMC.

Dear Parsonage Committee,
Thank you so much for the renovation of the Master bathroom
this month. This will go down in our books as one of the most
generous expressions of love to us during clergy appreciation
month! The bathroom is so bright and beautiful! We know it
was a labor of love and we appreciate that Mike and Joanne
Spetz and Charlie and Kim Shore gave so much of their time
and some of you who choose to remain anonymous to see this
through. The contractor Sean Kenney did an amazing job. He
also installed new window shutters on the front of the house.
We feel so blessed to live in the parsonage on Paragon Drive for
the past 7 years. We love being a part of the Mt. Carmel community and hope to be here for many more years to come.

MOUNT CARMEL 128TH
HOMECOMING
SUN., NOV.7—10:00
(In-house and
Facebook Live)
Guest Pastor:
Rev. Jim Allred
•

For All Saints Sunday, we will be celebrate the
deaths of the following members and special friends
buried at Mt. Carmel: Sandy Blackburn, Peggy
Bourne, Karen Brewer, Carolyn Burnham, Ralph
Carroll, Mike Caudle, Gloria Garrett, Mary Sue Harwood, Joe Hendricks, Leigh McMeans, Joe Miller,
Bettie Sue Rix, Shirley Saunders, Jeanette Turner,
Rita Tuttle, Jamie Wheeler, and Haley Zappia.

•

Families of these deceased are invited be our special guest. There will be a catered lunch following
the worship service! Please R.S.V.P. by calling the
church office (336-788-4183) or emailing the church
at mtcarmelum@aol.com

•

Special music by our Chancel Choir & soloists.

•

Video stories/pictures from the past following the
service.

•

For care and concern for all, we are requiring facemasks. Mask will be provided for your convenience.

--Pastors Doug and Mary Miller

Thank you also dear church family for your cards, prayer and signs
of love and support during clergy appreciation month. I am so
blessed to be serving Mt. Carmel UMC at such a time as this.
–Pastor Mary Miller
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Children and Family Ministry Report
Updates for Children’s and Family Ministry from Ann Farthing, Children and Family Min Chair:
1.

2.

We now meet with the Dinner Church

3.

Trunk or Treat will be Saturday, October 30, from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. in the church parking
lot. I am asking all of us to be at church around 2:00 to help set up, pass out candy, figure
out parking for treat cars and parking for trick-or-treaters, etc. I have never done this event
myself, so I need everybody on hand to help- with this endeavor. We will also need to clean
up afterwards, so please be prepared to help with clean-up, too. I appreciate your help
more that you can possibly know, especially since I am having problems with sciatica!!
We will be going to Alpha and Omega Corn Maze in Hamptonville, NC on Sunday.
November 7 (Homecoming Sunday) after lunch. We will leave after lunch and return
around 7:00 p.m. that evening. Ann Farthing will order tickets on Tuesday, November 2 nd.
Please let her know by Monday, November 1st, how many tickets to order for each family/
committee member. There is a cost, so please let her know how many to purchase. We do
not want to spend money if we don’t have to. If there is no response from a family/
committee member, no tickets will be ordered for that group. This is the best way to handle
tickets. Please follow instructions and let Ann know as soon as possible how many to order
for your family.
We will have a Children and Family Ministries meeting on Tuesday, November 9 th, at
6:00 p.m. in the Discipleship Classroom. There will be several things on the agenda, but
the big item will be the Drive-Thru Nativity Program on December 10 and 11. Please
plan to be present for this meeting, as we need input of all parents and committee members.

Thank You God For Our New Beginnings Dinner Church In October

On October 6, we were blessed to have Sandy Waldron as our guest speaker at Dinner Church. Sandy
is a member of Trinity UMC and just returned from.
Her 7th visit to Armenia. She shared how desperate
the Christians are there as their land is continually being overtaken by Turkey. Armenia houses the oldest
continual Christian Church in the world. From individual donations and from our Missions Team we were
able to assemble 40 Christmas boxes that will bless
the children there. Thank you for your generosity and
prayers for our brothers and sisters in Armenia!

Dinner Church
outdoors: Debbie
Bergman helps on
the Food Team.
Steve Sink leads
the Praise Music.
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On September 29, Mike
Spetz presented a sermon he heard from a
seminar he had listened
to for Vision 2021 about
“Play dough! He did a
pretty good job! We had
fun creating this items.
Thank you, Mike!

Above: Marilyn Patterson & Beverly Miller greet Pastor Mary at New Beginnings Dinner Church "Poor Man's Supper" on Oct 20. We formed a prayer
circle in the room. Below: Our kids received new Halloween costumes at
Dinner Church on Oct. 27th. Thank you God for new people joining us!

New Beginnings Dinner
Church meets each
Wednesdays at 5:30pm!
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Annual Charge Conference Report Lay Leader Charlie Shore: Oct. 11, 2021
Greetings all on behalf of your Lay Leader, Charlie Shore. This year our annual church Charge Conference was divided into two
distinct sessions. The first session was held on October 11th at 7pm on Zoom. Lay representatives from our local southern Forsyth County / northern Davidson County Missional Network addressed two specific questions posed by our Yadkin Valley District superintendent,
Rev. Dr. Sam Moore. The first question / topic during our Missional Network gathering on October 11 th was addressing Mt. Carmel’s plans for a
post pandemic church. The second question / topic that evening was to address Mt. Carmel’s anti-racism plans for 2022.
First off to address the topic of “POST-PANDEMIC PLANS FOR MT. CARMEL CHURCH.” I would say that during these last 18 months,
while figuring our way through a pandemic has been challenging – to say the least. Now as our generation continues to deal with the ups and
downs of outbreaks, the very uncomfortable questions of to mask or not to mask, to vaccinate or not to vaccinate and can most importantly can we
safely have church or not. Opinions about these questions vary greatly from neighbor to neighbor.
For what Mt. Carmel is about and focusing on, the “can we safely host church and how” question has been especially difficult to deal with – especially the part about keeping our congregation engaged and leading a congregation in worship and other outreach ministries safely. At Mt. Carmel
it took very determined leadership team including Pastor Mary, our worship leadership, Church Council leadership, Vision Team and re-opening
committee, to keep Mt. Carmel Church moving forward – first through virtual only, then drive through only, then combinations of both and finally
back to in-person.
When you look around at our church campus, the sanctuary, the rooms designated as being an adequate meeting space, our outdoor pavilion
(which by the way has seen a major increase in its usage during COVID), there are numerous things you can see that indicate how we’ve dealt
with the reality of how to provide the best and safest practices we can to protect our congregation and community visitors – but still provide an open
door to worshiping and ministering in our community. In our sanctuary, late in the spring of 2020, we focused on media enhancements. We had
discussed making the changes that we finally did make for a number of years and COVID finally made it happen. New media screens, a video
camera, new computer laptops, and upgraded video software to facilitate our weekly live streaming of worship. Other minor video enhancements
we also made to the Family Life Center – and more is scheduled to be worked on.
But for everything you see in worship there are many other things that have had to happen behind the scenes. There have been new safety
measures set in place such as a check in table, sign in rosters for contact tracing, hand sanitizers, digital thermometers, signage and masks and
more masks. Staying in touch with our congregation has been so important – we started with more frequent email blasts and a call tree service to
keep our congregation informed about what was happening in the life of our church - including a weekly devotion phone message to all.
Keeping in touch with our community has also been a priority to Mt. Carmel. As of mid-September, we launched a dinner church – every
Wednesday at 5:30 for both our congregation and community - but more importantly hoping to reach out in our community. Coupled with our dinner church – we see a phase 2 of dinner church evolving into a “celebrate recovery” type outreach. Several members have been visiting at other
churches hosting “celebrate recovery” ministries to learn how to soon bring that back into our dinner church model.
Our worship service has had to evolve from being in person, to a drive through, to outdoor tents in our graveyard in special occasions, to now
a hybrid socially distanced in person and online presence. Just this past spring we began to feel comfortable enough to allow external groups back
into the campus buildings – all the while practicing social distancing and following the best practices we followed from the CDC and guidance from
the Conference. We pray that now with more people becoming increasingly aware of the need for vaccinations, that we can continue to evolve into
our new normal of hosting church and community outreach.
To the second part of the Charge Conference question: ”WHAT IS OUR CHURCH PLANS TO DO TO DISMANTLE RACISM”, I would
like to say that we at Mt. Carmel show Christ’s love and welcome everyone who enters our doors, no matter their color or nationality. We have a
few families of color in membership at Mt. Carmel and would like to see diversity grow among our membership. Locally we learned during the early
stages of our Vision Team planning, we learned from Rev. Blanchard about the statistical makeup of ethnicity of our nearby community. We have
a relatively new Hispanic church just up the road from Mt. Carmel. There are many new home developments surrounding Mt. Carmel. All of our
community events are geared toward welcoming all in the community to participate by being intentional in invitation to participate in events occurring at Mt. Carmel. We see our dinner church and soon our “Celebrate Recovery” ministry as a window of opportunity to welcome all in our community to participate in our outreach ministries.
Here are some areas with which we hope to grow in our understanding of racism and be more like Christ in 2022:
1. Participate in a video Bible study on anti-racism in person and on zoom;
2. Increase conversations in worship and other church gatherings with minority leaders in our community;
3. Build partnerships with churches and non-profits who are advocates and allies with those who are marginalized;
4. Give financial support to ministries that help those who are marginalized;
5. Equip leaders through a conference ethics training or truth café on dismantling racism whenever possible;
6. Sponsor films on cultural diversity with our children in Sunday School and have them do a presentation in Sunday school, Dinner Church,
Worship, or on a Bulletin Board.
We know the pandemic has come with great challenges, but it has given us great opportunities to look at being the church in new ways. Our
Vision 2021 Team along with our church leadership will continue to look for new ways to adapt to being church and strengthen our relationships
with the people living in and around our church.
While our District Superintendent Dr. Sam Moore heard reports from 7 different churches in our Missional Network on Oct. 11, he did not
have us adopt our local church leadership list or budget for 2022. Dr. Moore has authorized Pastor Mary Miller to lead our local charge conference
session on Sunday November 21st at 4 pm to do this. We will meet in person at the church. Please put this important meeting in the life of our
church on your calendar. All are encouraged to attend. Thank you for the honor of serving as your lay leader in 2021.
Respectfully Submitted, Charlie Shore, Lay Leader
Volume 39 Number 11

Page 9

Pastor
Administrative Assist.
Nursery Attendant
Choir Director

Dr. Rev. Mary Miller
Business Manager
Joanne Spetz
Pianist
Paula Bergmann/Monica Stewart
Financial Sec.
Beverly Miller
Phone: 336-788-4188 and 336-788-1013
Email: mtcarmelum@aol.com
Website: www.mtcarmelumc.org
Newsletter E-mail: mtcarmelum@aol.com (Attn: newsletter)

Mt. Carmel Connection
Published Monthly by
Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church
4265 Ebert Road
Winston Salem, NC 27127
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Darrell Stallard
Ann Farthing
Linda Mabe

Non-Profit Org.
U. S. Postage
PAID
Winston Salem, NC
Permit No. 194

A NEW Church Outreach Service at Mt. Carmel!
Come and see what this is all about!
Invite your friends to a family meal around the table for all ages!
Enjoy Worship Music and an Inspiring Message!
We are now meeting in the Family Life Center (Masks required)
We have had an average of 31 people at our meals each week. We would
love to see this figure grow in November. So come and invite your
friends to join us. Meals have all been great!

